
CLAIMS 

1. A vascular restenosis-suppressj_ncj_jx^^ 
which is for use as a photosensitive agent in a method 
5 of suppressing the vascular restenosis inducible at an 
angioplasty-dilated site of a blood vessel having 
received a percutaneous transluminal coronary 
angioplasty or a percutaneous transluminal angioplasty, 
by means of a photodyn amic therapy pro cess comprisin g 

10 intravascular irradiation of laser, and_^which 
composition exhibits a supp ressive effect on a 
thickening of the vascular ^intima in t he ^nterio r^jof the 
blood vessel wall at the angioplasty-treated site of the 
blood vessel, characterized in that said composition 

15 comprises rnono-L-aspartylchlorin e6 or mono-L- 

glutamylchlorin e6 having a g eneral for mula (I) _ 
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wherein n is an integer of 1 or 2, or a pharma- 
cologically acceptable salt thereof, as an active 



ingredient. 

2. The vascular restenosis-suppressing 
composition according to Claim 1, characterized in that 
the compound having the general formula (I) or its salt 
is mono-L-aspartylchlorin e6 or its tetrasodium salt. 



3 . A photodynamic therapy method of suppressing 




such\thickening of the vascular intimaVin the blood 

— - J /-^ J, , 

el wall and also (sucKTivascular restenosisTlof the 



vess 

blood vessel [which are inducTSIel after the angioplasty 



treatment of (the blood vessel lias been done, which 
method comprises:- 

administering mono-L-aspartylchlorin e6 or mono-L- 
glutamylchlorin e6 of the general formula (I) 



H3C CH2CH3 
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NH HN l| 
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wherein n is 1 or 2, or a salt th ereof to a p atient 
whose blood vessel has received ^t reatmentj by 
angioplasty; 

making the administration of the compound of the 
formula (I) at a dosage so adjusted that a 



therapeutically effective amount of the compound of 

formula (I) can accumulate in the cell layers of the 

blood vessel wall at the site of the blood vessel having 

~— — — - — _ ^ 

received the treatment by angioplasty; 



inserting percutaneously and transluminally into 
and locating in the interior of said Jbl ood vesse l ^Tt the 
positTon""of the" site thereof having received the 
treatment by angioplast^^^ ^^^a\^as er--ir radiating 
device that comprises a balloon catheter ha ving a 
central and longitudinal hole therein and having an 
inflatable balloon made of a laser-transmiss ive material 
atf the"" f r^r^ ^endyb f said catheter and that comprises a 
laser-irradiating optical fibe r_ so arranged as to exte nd 
within and through said^ central and longitudinal hole in 
the balloon catheter and is equipped on the c athete r 
with an inlet tube for introduction of an inflating 
liquid to be sent into the interior space of said 
inflatable balloon; and(^^justi ^g t he position of the 
balloon catheter within the blood vessel so that said 
balloon of the balloon catheter is Jx^cat^ 
' the angioplasty-treated site !of the blood vessel; 



making said balloon of t he b alloon catheter inflate 
by delivery jrf(^he inflating ^ liqui^yxn the interior 
space of the balloon of the catheter via said inlet tube 



for introduction of the inflating .liquid into the 
balloon interior space of the catheter of said device, 



thereby to prod uce^the inf latedloaJJ^nj in the balloon 
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catheter; 

allowing the central axis of the laser-irradiating 



optical fiber present within the central and 
longitudinal hole of said balloon catheter to be held 
5 coincidently with and in the same position as the 

central axis of the vascular lumen of the blood vessel 
at the angioplasty-treated site of the blood vessel, 
with aid of j^^ 1 a 5l ^^^^ ^£_££53£_^j^ is gene rated ) 
by said inflated balloon to be exerted on the balloon 
P 10 catheter and on the inner wall of the blood vessel at I (2&(a*JH>^ 

yj said angioplasty-treated site; 

Q and irradiating the compound of formula (I) having 

m — — — — 

3 accumulated in the interior of the blood vessel wall 

rfs positioned at the angioplasty-treated site of the blood 

Ci 

i* 15 vessel, with a laser light of an appropriate wavelength, 

S3 ' 

r: by transmitting from a laser-generator the laser light 

via said optical fiber in the balloon catheter, in suc h 
a manner that the transmitted laser light is emitted 
outwardly from the laser-emitting part at the front end 

20 of said optical fiber and is made to pass through the 
liquid medium present in the inflated balloon and 
through the wall material of said inflated balloon of 
the balloon catheter, so that the emitted laser light 
irradiates the compound of formula (I) present in the 

25 blood vessel inner wall, whereby said compound so 

irradiated is photoactivated and allowed to generate and 
exert^t^ thereof against the^ 



thickening of the vascular intima in the angioplasty- 
treated site of the blood vessel. 

4. The photodynamic therapy method according to 
Claim 3, wherein the angioplasty is a percutaneous 
transluminal coronary angioplasty or a percutaneous 
transluminal angioplasty. 



